This text, designed to "serve as a basis for an understanding of the part played by micro-organisms in everyday life," meets admirably the needs of the student who does not intend to specialize in microbiology and yet wishes to have a good general knowledge of the field.
In the first section, the author has succeeded in presenting in a clear, easily understood manner, the fundamental biology of micro-organisms. The student is introduced carefully to the methods used in obtaining microbiological information, and is subtly guided to a sound scientific evaluation and interpretation of information so obtained. In the remaining sections, on Infection and Resistance, Infectious Diseases, and the Microbiology of Air, Food, Milk, Water, and Soils the same critical method of presentation is continued. The layman is probably most handicapped in the realm of science by his inability properly to evaluate the "facts." Here is a text that presents the facts carefully and completely, while training the student in a sound critical attitude toward matters scientific.
Microbiology and Man is recommended as a text which presents to the beginning student a wealth of up-to-date factual information written in a style which should hold his interest well.
-H. E. BOWEN
